Characteristics of Development

Underdeveloped

1.  Incomes are low, money is scarce.

2.  Many people are poor, a few are rich.

3.  Most of the population works on a farm trying to grow enough food for their family.

4.  Most people live in rural area, rather than a city.

5.  Birth and death rates are high and life expectancy is low.

6.  Rates of natural increase are high.  Much of the population is under 15.  Very few people over 65.

7.  Hunger and malnutrition are common due to not enough protein in the diet.

8.  Infectious, respiratory, and parasitic disease are common; medical services are poor.

9.  Overcrowding, poor housing; few public services and bad sanitation lead to poor social conditions.

10.  Poor educational facilities result in high levels of illiteracy making scientific and technological advancement difficult.

Developed

1.  Incomes are high, money is available.

2.  Most people are well off, a few are rich and a few are poor.

3.  Very few people work on farms.  Most people work in manufacturing or service industries.

4.  Most of the people live in cities and suburbs.

5.  Birth and death rates are low and life expectancy is high.

6.  Rates of natural increase are low.  Some people are under 15, but just as many are over 65.

7.   People are well fed, overeating is a problem.

8.  There is a low incidence of disease and good medical services are available.

9.  Adequate housing space and high levels of public health facilities and sanitation lead to good social conditions.

10.  Highly developed and high literacy rates promote scientific and technological advancement.

